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As part of the official effort to reassure the public of the government's commitment to free and fair
elections, in late July Interior Secretary Jorge Carpizo unveiled a plan to release preliminary results
of the Aug. 21 presidential and congressional races as soon as possible on election day. Carpizo's
pledge to quickly make the results available to the public is an attempt to prevent a repeat of the
1988 elections, when an alleged computer malfunction prevented the release of election results for
several days.
The computer malfunction occurred at a time when candidate Carlos Salinas de Gortari of the
governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) was apparently trailing Cuauhtemoc Cardenas
of the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD). The incident was followed by charges that the PRI took
advantage of the delay to tamper with the results of the election, which was eventually won by
Salinas.
In announcing the procedure, Carpizo told reporters that the prompt reporting of results is essential
to guarantee confidence in the electoral process. According to Carpizo, any breakdown in the system
of rapid reporting during elections could cause "very serious" problems for Mexico, since many
would then challenge the legality and transparency of the electoral process.
For his part, Santiago Creel the top advisor for the Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal
Electoral, IFE) said a special commission composed of legislators and representatives from the
nine political parties involved in the elections will supervise the process of immediate reporting of
preliminary election results. The special commission will begin holding strategy meetings at the end
of July.
Meanwhile, in another election related matter, the Civic Alliance (Alianza Civica) one of the
principal organizations overseeing the electoral process charged that the IFE's "bureaucratic
obstacles" has limited the number of certified electoral observers. Indeed, IFE officials admit
that only 1,852 observers had received credentials from the IFE as of July 23, compared to 79,000
applications handed out. United Nations election experts, which will provide advice and training to
observers in the upcoming elections, estimate that at least 30,000 observers are needed in order to
conduct a credible process. Civic Alliance officials said the IFE in some states had still failed to list
that organization among the groups certified to observe the elections, preventing Alliance members
from receiving credentials.
In addition, the Alliance charged that the applications were cumbersome and hard to understand.
If the problems are not corrected, the Civic Alliance officials said the organization may conduct
monitoring of the elections "outside" of the framework established by the IFE. In addition to the
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certified domestic observers, foreign visitors will be allowed to monitor the election on an unofficial
basis. In fact, a number of business organizations and political parties, including the PRI itself, have
already announced plans to invite a certain number of foreign visitors, who will not have the same
legal status as domestic observers.
On July 18, PRI officials told reporters that the party has invited 300 foreign visitors to observe the
elections in the Federal District, Tijuana, Mexicali, Ciudad Juarez, Monterrey, Reynosa, Matamoros,
Nuevo Laredo, Morelia, Guadalajara, and some areas of Chiapas state.
Meantime, on July 21 the IFE's general council overwhelmingly approved the new voter registration
roster by a vote of 10 to one. The list was recently audited by the US company McKinsey, which
declared the voter roll 97% accurate. According to the list, about 45.7 million Mexicans have now
obtained the new voter photo-cards which IFE designed for the Aug. 21 elections. The IFE council
has given the Civic Alliance permission to review a sampling of the voter list. Civic Alliance official
Hugo Almada said the group will confirm that the names on the rolls are legitimate and not
phantom voters.
The voter list itself received the endorsement of the executives of two influential business
organizations: Luis German Carcoba of the Business Coordinating Council (Consejo Coordinador
Empresarial, CCE), and Antonio Sanchez of the Mexican Employers Confederation (Confederacion
Patronal Mexicana, Coparmex). Both officials expressed confidence that sufficient steps had been
taken to prevent a repeat of the "computer malfunction" that took place during the 1988 elections.
Finally, in mid-July, Television Azteca followed the lead of its rival Televisa, announcing that
free air time will be provided to all nine presidential candidates. Each candidate will be given the
opportunity to air two 14-minute programs detailing their positions on Television Azteca's Channel
7 and Channel 13 networks.
The programs will be presented at night and repeated in the morning to ensure that a wide
spectrum of potential voters has the opportunity to watch. On July 9, Televisa had already
announced similar plans to invite the nine presidential candidates to make three 15-minute political
broadcasts. Like Television Azteca's offer, the Televisa advertisements will be shown repeatedly up
to a week before the elections (see SourceMex, 07/13/94)
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